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Sophomore guard Riley Rose
carries the ball for a layup against
the Ashland Eagles on March 22.
Rose recorded 10 points in the
Lady Bisons’ 90-77 loss to the
Eagles.

Head coach Tim Kirby
looks on from the sideline
at the semifinal against
the Ashland Eagles
in Columbus, Ohio,
on March 22. This is
Kirby’s 12th season
as head coach of the
Lady Bisons and the
best recorded season in
program history. “There
were only four teams left,”
Kirby said after the Lady
Bisons’ loss to the Eagles.
“This is how you do it. (Now) you
just need to move on to next year.”

President Bruce McLarty reacts to the Lady Bisons’
victory over Queens College in Columbus, Ohio, on
March 21. McLarty was in the audience for both Elite 8
games and wore a special bison tie to show his support
for the team.

Freshman guard Jenni Nadeau,
redshirt freshman guard Hannah
Jameson and senior forward
Correy Miller cheer for their
teammates from the sideline
on March 21 against the
Queens College Knights.

Senior guard and team
captain Andi Haney
scores a layup in the
Lady Bisons’ victory
over the Queens College
Knights on March 21.
This was Haney’s 120th
game as a Lady Bison.

TAYLOR HODGES
sports editor
It has been a season of firsts for the Lady
Bisons basketball team this year, and this week
was no different. They won their first regional
championship, played in their first Elite 8 game
against the New York Queens College Knights,
and won. On Wednesday, March 22, they appeared
in their first national semifinal game, facing
off against the Eagles of Ashland University
in Columbus, Ohio. The Eagles defeated the
Lady Bisons 90-77 to advance to the national
championship.
The crowd and pace of play affected Harding
from the start. Ashland started the game in a
full-court pressure defense, causing trouble for
the Lady Bisons.
The second quarter was big for the Eagles. They
went on a 14-1 run to take a commanding lead.
The Eagles were hot from behind the 3-point
arc, knocking down seven in the first half. They
also pulled down six offensive rebounds. Both
teams had trouble with turnovers in the first half.
Harding had 12, most of which came while the
Eagles were in their pressure defense. Ashland
led the Bisons 55-37 to close out the first half.
The Lady Bisons showed some life in the
fourth quarter after being down 25 points at
one point in the game.

see ELITE 8, 1B
Photos by EVAN SWEARINGEN

One-act plays,
2A

Sophomore guard Caroline Hogue
scores a layup against the Ashland
Eagles on March 22. Hogue’s younger
sister, Kennedy “Weezy” Hogue,
passed away on New Year’s Day
this year. “Weezy loved watching
us play basketball,” Caroline Hogue
said in a January interview. “(This)
was a team coming together who
had something to fight for.”

The Harding University pep
band, the “Sixth Man Band,”
cheers for the team on March
22 against the Ashland Eagles.
The Bison band was the only
band to make the journey all
the way to Columbus, Ohio,
to support their team.

Mason Parker, one of the
NCAA’s sponsored Make-AWish recipients, and senior
guard Andi Haney help the
team get pumped before the
tip-off against the Ashland
Eagles on March 22. Parker
was able to attend several of
the Elite 8 games. “We love
Mason so, so much,” Haney
said about their littlest fan.
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The Christian conversation continues
LIFESTYLE

SARAH DIXON | The Bison

President Bruce McLarty speaks on The Eric Metaxas Show in New York City on Friday, March 17. McLarty and Metaxas discussed
a variety of topics from Harding’s Campus Read to religious universities struggling to maintain their faith-based missions.
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McLarty makes special appearance on The Eric Metaxas Show
SARAH DIXON
head copy editor

40-minute segments. Rucker said she reached out
to Metaxas’ assistant to propose the idea and was
contacted two days later by the show’s producer,
Chris Himes, who asked if McLarty would come
to New York and be on the show.
Arrangements were then made to fly McLarty
to New York City on Friday, March 17 for his
guest appearance with Metaxas. Rucker said
that Metaxas left the topic of the podcast up to
McLarty. While on the show, McLarty discussed
Metaxas’ ASI lecture, “Amazing Grace,” the
idea of a campus-wide read, and the tendency
of religiously-affiliated universities to lose their
founding faith over time. McLarty mentioned
his own book, “Embracing the Mission” which
includes his doctoral research over universities
moving away from faith. Metaxas expressed the
importance of universities that strive to remain
true to their religious mission.
“(Metaxas) was just so comfortable when he
came to Harding,” McLarty said. “He understood
us; he got Harding.”
During the show, McLarty also asked Metaxas
to return to Harding to finish up the Harding
Read, to which Metaxas responded “I would be
honored.”
In an interview after the show, Metaxas praised
the idea of the Harding Read and said that he
was overwhelmed when he found out his book
was chosen.
“First, you’re just flattered because you think,
‘Wow, they picked my book, and all these people
are going to read it,’” Metaxas said. “But then I
realized that all these students are then going to
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On Friday, March 17, President Bruce McLarty
traveled to New York City where he appeared as
a guest on The Eric Metaxas Show, a radio show
and podcast hosted by Metaxas himself. Metaxas
is the author of the 2016-2017 Harding Read
and the New York Times best-selling biography,
“Amazing Grace: William Wilberforce and the
Heroic Campaign to End Slavery.”
Last summer, McLarty chose the book and
introduced it as the first-ever selection for Harding
Read. Copies of the biography were given to
incoming freshmen who attended Stampede,
Harding’s summer orientation program, and all
students and faculty were encouraged to read it
as well.
On Jan. 12, Metaxas was a guest on Harding’s
campus as a speaker in the American Studies
Institute’s (ASI) Distinguished Lecture Series
where he discussed how the life of Wilberforce
became a catalyst of faith to those around him.
Metaxas’ lecture was preceded by an ASI dinner
and reception where he signed copies of the book.
After Metaxas’ visit to Harding, Vice President
for University Communications and Marketing
Jana Rucker said she wanted McLarty to appear
on The Eric Metaxas Show.
“Well, we knew when Eric came to Harding,
it was just magic,” Rucker said.
Metaxas’ show, described on his website as “the
show about everything,” features guests who discuss
topics such as literature, politics and religion during

be familiarized with the life of one of the greatest
men in history. The fact that all of these young
people are going to go through life familiar with
the story of Wilberforce makes me very happy
because it’s why I wrote the book.”
Metaxas once again discussed his appreciation
of Harding and the faith-based learning that is
promoted.
“The foundational ideas behind the college are
ideas that mean a lot to me. To see that happening
in a place that I was not aware existed, it just is
encouraging to me,” Metaxas said. “I wasn’t aware
of Harding University, and so to get to know
about it through this experience of being invited
and finding out that the whole college is talking
about my book and this character that means
so much to me, and then to see that the college
really is committed to the same things that I’m
committed to is just deeply encouraging; there’s
no other way to put it.”
Metaxas also stressed the importance of
Christians using every opportunity to bring
glory to God.
“Some people are called to be evangelists and to
preach. Some people are called to be pastors, but
not everyone is,” Metaxas said. “So the question
is, what did God create me for? What did God
create you for? To realize that being a writer,
being a radio host, being a doctor, being a nurse,
being a mother or a father — all of these things
you can do unto God.”
The full segment of McLarty’s appearance
on The Eric Metaxas Show can be found on the
Harding University Facebook page.

Short life lessons as told by seasons
Department of Theatre to present the 21st annual One-Act Festival
OLIVIA COOK
student writer
Every year for the past 20 years, Harding’s
Department of Theatre has produced a one-act
festival. This year, the theme is “Seasons of Life.”
Juniors with either theater majors or minors are
required to direct a ten-minute play that ties
into a greater theme.
Britton Lynn, theatre professor and producer
of the One-Act Festival explained this year’s
theme. He said that there seems to be a cycle
of how we engage in life as we get older and
in relationships formed.
Lynn also said that as the production team
started looking at scripts, they realized that
they could program a few weekends of shows
that dealt with youthful relationships, and bring
the show full circle as relationships mature near
the end of life.
“All of the shows we submitted had a theme
of change,” Junior Kara Treadwell said. “Whether
that would be the start of some new relationship
(spring), an old, familiar relationship rekindling
(summer), a new direction or change of “color”
in your life (fall), or a moment in your life
that changes for the worst (winter), they’re all
important because they’re all life.”
Treadwell is directing The Zoo Story by

Community
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Freshman Caroline Hahn, senior Caroline Nelson and sophomore Jasmine Binford practice
their roles in one of the many one-act plays during rehearsal on Wednesday, March 22.

Edward Albee, a play she said is convoluted
with metaphors and hidden meanings.
“We spent whole rehearsals getting to know
each other so we could bring our different
perspectives to the development of these
characters,” Treadwell said. “We were able to
more intensely hone in on the meaning and less
on the technical aspects of the production. I
believe we all grew artistically during the process.”
It is a requirement in the major to participate
in a one-act festival in order for students to
experience the role of director in which they
gain a first-hand perspective on how a show gets
put together, according to Lynn. The students
also get to see how their particular show fits
into a much larger season event.
“All other productions that I have been in at
Harding have been directed by someone that

isn’t me,” junior Katherine Stinnett said. “This
time, I am the person that a full cast ... is relying
on for everything.”
Lynn also said he hopes that the audience
can clearly see how relationships in life have a
different life cycle and how people act differently
at different stages of life.
“Every single person on this planet is in a
different ‘Season of Life’,” Stinnett said. “They
are different ages, they are from different places
with different backgrounds and families which
form different attitudes and different everyday
situations.”
The event will take place at the Ulrey
Performing Arts Center March 23-25 and
March 30-April 1 at 7 p.m. It will cost $10 per
performance, and you can purchase tickets at
Hardingtickets.com.

Arkansas has not put anyone
to death since Nov. 28, 2005.
However, eight men will be
executed in pairs from April
17–27, according to Governor
Asa Hutchinson’s office.
This quick succession of
executions in such a short
time frame is — according
to a spokesperson for U.S.
execution-monitoring group
— “unprecedented,” CNN
reported on March 3.
“I would love to have those
(executions) scheduled over
a period of multiple months
and years, but that’s not the
circumstances that I find
myself in,” Hutchinson said
in an interview with the New
York Times. “And, again, the
families of the victims that
have endured this for so many
years deserve a conclusion
to it.”
In the same New York
Times interview, Hutchinson
said the close proximity of
each execution’s scheduling
was necessary due to concerns
about the availability of one
of the three drugs Arkansas
uses for lethal-injection.
According to state officials, the
expiration date for Arkansas’
supply of Midazolam will pass
in April, leaving Hutchinson
uncertain about whether or
not another drug could be
obtained.
The eight men scheduled
for execution were convicted
of murders that took place
between 1989 and 1999, and
death penalty advocates (along
with victims’ rights supporters)
in the state have been frustrated
that the cases have dragged
on so long, according to the
New York Times. However,
those who oppose the death
penalty resisted and critiqued
the sentences, with attorneys
for the eight men attempting
to block the executions.
“The Arkansas Coalition
to Abolish the Death Penalty
(ACADP) is outraged by…
plans to carr y out eight
executions within the span
of 10 days in April,” the
organization said, according
to CNN. “This planned mass
execution is grotesque and
unprecedented.”
The group argues that
Midazolam is ineffective
in providing those being
executed a swift, painless
death. The drug is intended
to be the first of the three
administered during lethal
injection, knocking inmates
unconscious before they are
administered pancuronium
bromide — which paralyzes
the body — and potassium
chloride — which initiates
cardiac arrest and stops the
heart.
However, using the drugs
as an excuse to prolong the
already established sentences
forces some to argue that
“justice delayed is justice
denied,”according to Matthew
Swindle, assistant professor
of criminal justice. Swindle
said the state has chosen to
follow through with carrying
out the inevitable sentences
to see justice done for the
family members of the victims.
“That is a choice that the
state is entitled to make,”
Swindle said. “And in the
absence of some showing
that the busy execution
schedule somehow violates
the prohibition on cruel
and unusual punishments
in the Arkansas and U.S.
Constitutions, that is a choice
that is constitutional.”
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hannah j. moore

The “R” word

it’s
complicated

claire patton away suddenly. During the short time My family sometimes refers to it as

head web
editor

A

s I write this, it is Tuesday, March
21. What many don’t know is
that this day is World Down Syndrome Day because the condition is
caused by the triplication of the 21st
chromosome (3/21). This date holds a
special importance to me because of
my nephew Cole.
Cole was born with Down syndrome
and tetralogy of Fallot, a congenital heart
defect, and was adopted by my sister
and her husband in October of 2014.
I was studying abroad on the HUA
program and saw Cole once during a
FaceTime with my sister. On Nov. 25
of that year, I woke up to several missed
calls from my mom. Cole had passed

he was part of our lives, I was across the
world. I hadn’t even met him.
Cole still makes an impact on my
family today. Pictures of him decorate
our house, and he is remembered every
year; some days more than others, like
on his birthday or the day he passed.
And since we had him, we all view
Down syndrome differently.
I understand when people feel a little
uncomfortable around those with Down
syndrome; they can be unsure of what
to say or do and how to interact with
them. I used to feel awkward because
Down syndrome was unfamiliar to me.
Down syndrome can be unfamiliar and
different, but should not in any way
be avoided. Above all, keep in mind
that those with Down syndrome aren’t
stupid. Many of them attend college,
live independently and get jobs.
It is because of that fact that I am
surprised that calling people retarded
is still freely used as an insult today. I
had really hoped that most had come
to realize how offensive it is years ago.

the “R” word.
Down syndrome is not something to
be used as a punch line. It still angers
me when someone sees something they
think is stupid and the first thing that
comes to their mind is “that’s retarded.”
I miss Cole. I wish with all my heart I
could have seen his sweet face for myself
instead of through FaceTime pictures. I
wish I could have held him. But he will
never be forgotten, and every March
21 will always be an important date for
my family and me. I hope that those
who read this will think twice about the
things they say, because the idea that a
part of who Cole was is used as a joke
makes me sick. Above all, I encourage
readers to interact with people who
have Down syndrome if they find the
opportunity. You never know what you
might learn from them.
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went home over spring break. It was about as exciting
as that sentence was.
On the Thursday during break, I spent the entire afternoon cooking the traditional Irish meal of corned beef
and cabbage with carrots and red potatoes. St. Patrick’s
Day wouldn’t be until the following Friday, but I wanted
to share the meal with my mom, and I wanted her to pay
for it too. I suggested that we make a visit to my nana,
who lives about an hour away in Florissant, Missouri, and
bring her some of the food. I thought it would be nice
to share it with her too, but I felt the need to ask her a
few questions.
I wanted to know why she is so interested in Native
American culture. My nana once made me a dreamcatcher,
one with colorful patterned beads and several fluffy feathers
that look like they were hand plucked. I still hang this
emblem near my bed, not because I think it works in the
way it’s supposed to, but because it reminds me of her.
She also sends out holiday cards at the beginning of each
month, just to get it out of the way in case she forgets, but
no matter the holiday, the cards always feature a picture
or painting of wildlife and include a tribute to a Catholic
saint. She signs each of these cards “Nana in the woods.”
When I was a kid, my nana, Kathleen Tankersley, lived
in a cabin just outside of Arcadia, Missouri in the Mark
Twain National Forest. I only visited a few times over the
years but I remember it very distinctly. On one side of
the stilted cabin, there was a garden with lots of different
vegetables and a small coop that housed chickens and
rabbits. There was a path on the other side that led down
to a very secluded lake. She also owned a large black lab
named Oso, who would follow you around everywhere
you went outside.
She doesn’t live in the woods anymore, but she still
signs her cards “Nana in the woods.” As I was munching
on the meal I had just prepared, my mom called me and
told me she wasn’t feeling up to the drive to Florissant.
I was upset but I still needed to ask my nana about her
Native American affinity, so I gave her a quick call.
“My grandma was Native American,” she said. “Her
name was Margaret and she was full blooded from the
Osage tribe in Missouri. I just really looked up to her.
Do you remember my house out in the woods? I liked to
grow peas, corn and squash out there.”
I was reminded of my nana and this night while deciding how to write a column on Women’s History Month.
It’s always hard for me to find a topic about women that
is relatively anti-inflammatory and uncontroversial to
talk about during this month. I guess that’s not really a
reflection of my research skills, but the fault of the media
that only focuses on the small kindling that starts the
forest fire and not the huge swath of towering oaks and
budding redbuds that grow there.
I think if we focused only on disagreements and
divisiveness this month, we would really be doing our
fore-mothers a huge disservice. These issues like equal pay
and abortion are valid topics and are one part of women’s
history, but in the process of shouting over one another, we
forget about the stories, the contributions and the women
themselves who made such a huge impact on American
culture. Women have been subjugated and forgotten for
the majority of known history, and this is a month when
we can honor what they did accomplish even while pinned
down under the hand of the patriarchy.
Before today, few people knew who my nana is, and
now a few more will know her name from this column.
She didn’t invent anything nor is she a political leader, but
she is one of the kindest and most unconditionally caring
women I know. Kay Tankersley is just as much a part of
the collective history of women as Elizabeth Cady Stanton
or Cecile Richards. So are your mothers, grandmothers,
great-grandmothers and great-great-grandmothers.
See the forest for the trees. Call your granny or meemaw and tell her how much you appreciate her and what
she’s done for your family. She is strong and valuable, and
she loves you very much.
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CLAIRE PATTON is the
head web editor for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
cpatton1@harding.edu.

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT... “BASKETBALL BRUCE” MEME EDITION
Perry Patton @patton_perry·3/22/17

Song leader: “Hail to thee beloved Harding...”
Me: “ALMA MATER HAIL!!!!!”

Charles Buchanan IV @CBIV_45·3/22/17

When she says her favorite book is Amazing Grace
#mclartymemes

William Jackson @wjackjack50·3/22/17

When Monte Cox cancels class for the first time in 25 years of
teaching

�paige� @PaigeKylie·3/22/17

when the professor curves the exam and it makes the difference
between a C and a B

HU Student Pubs @HUStudentPubs·3/21/17

Lady Bisons to the Final Four! Check out the full game recap on
#TheLink
Photo by EVAN SWEARINGEN | Graphic by HANNAH J. MOORE
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n March 15, the White House released a budget
proposal that included a shocking statute: the
abolishment of the National Endowment for the Arts,
a governmental patronage program providing support
and funding for musicians, writers, scholars and many
other proprietors of artistic expression.
When I first read this news, I thought of Plato’s “The
Republic.” In particular, I thought of Book X, where
Plato argues that education is acquired in two forms:
through means of philosophy and through means of
poetry, or what we would call today the arts and humanities. This ancient argument is further dissected into
categories regarding the individual and the state. The
state, Plato muses, is the foundation of everything, and
education that is grounded in philosophy supports the
state and the state’s interests. The poets, however, build
up the individual. It is to be noted that, when looking
at “The Republic” in its entirety, Plato’s philosophies
espouse early totalitarian mindsets reminiscent of 20th
century Nazism or, more topically, modern-day North
Korea or Syria. In light of this perception, I would
argue that by suppressing artistic education, Plato was
encouraging the suppression of a level of solidarity in
society obtained almost exclusively through saturation
in the arts, in all its invariable forms.
More than 2,300 years later, the president’s new
budget proposal does not seem far removed from this
threat of artistic suppression.
In “Theater and the Arts: A Personal Reflection,”
Joe Dowling, long-time artistic director for the Guthrie
Theater in Minnesota, chronicles his trip to Germany
in the 1970s to visit a colleague at the Schiller Theater
in West Berlin. When Dowling questioned his friend
as to why the theater received such enormous subsidies
from the German government, the answer was simple
and shocking: “So that it will never happen again.”
Dowling writes that the “it” needed no explanation.
“A society that fears or ignores its artists lacks
self-confidence and a belief in its own values,” Dowling asserts, further expounding on the implications
of governmental suppression — what he refers to as
political smoke screening — of the artists’ rippling
explorations across the surface of a complacent society,
an action foundational to the rise of Nazi oppression
in the mid-20th century.
Similarly, historians note that governmental interest
in the art world increased dramatically following World
War II. Artist and economist Hans Abbing writes in the
book “Why Are Artists Poor?” that cultural expression —
particularly that expression found in the arts — became
increasingly essential for societal coherence following
the turmoil of the 1940s, a demand noted especially
in the most highly affected territories. In Britain, an
establishment of a Council for the Encouragement of
Music and the Arts (CEMA) was organized in 1939.
Establishments of similar patronage programs were
not long to follow in Canada and the U.S., in the
form of the Canada Council in 1957 and the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in 1965, respectively.
Be these sources of governmental support overt, as
noticed by Dowling in Germany, or increasingly more
surreptitious in countries where power is retained via
more sublimated means, these trends lie directly in
opposition to Plato’s views, revealing the importance
of a society that supports artistic expression.
Even art forms that champion anti-government
agendas, such as political cartoons or the pre-revolution French dramas of the 18th century, have forever
served as a unifying force, making intellectual debates
accessible to all classes. While all art does not support
the interests of the state, a fact noted by Plato in 380
B.C., artistic expression inevitably serves two functions,
as we have observed: either allowing governments to
show their support for the coherence the arts bring to
society or creating a societal Venn diagram wherein
citizens of all circles can find commonality in the
midst of oppression.
Plato argued that education grounded solely in philosophy, with a specific emphasis on artistic repression,
would produce the most successful and well-rounded
civilization. However, to observe that ruling entities
around the world became conscious, nearly contemporaneously, of the value of the arts following World
War II encourages the opposite. Rather, an education
rooted in artistic understanding fundamentally binds
together a disjointed society.
I’m all for trimming the budget, Mr. President. But
for the sake of our solidarity, do not abolish the NEA.
It is far, far more important than you realize.

Pure Friendship
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JOSHUA JOHNSON is the
editor-in-chief for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
jjohnson4@harding.edu.
Twitter: @joshjohnson146

Illustration by RACHEL GIBSON

Remasters are killing the video game industry
bo smith

guest
writer

W

hen I was little, there were three
video games I would play: “Mario
Bros.,” “Sonic the Hedgehog” and “Crash
Bandicoot.” While the first two have stayed
relevant, Crash’s popularity went down
in the mid-2000s and he has not been
heard from since 2010. That is until last
year when it was announced at E3 that
developer Activision would bring back
Crash and his first three adventures in
remastered form to the Playstation 4. My
inner 7 year old was extremely ecstatic to
hear the news. My excitement was further
increased when it was announced last month
that “Crash Bandicoot N. Sane Trilogy”
would be released in June this year. I am
happy that Crash is getting the attention
he deserves, but I know that I’m falling for
a trend that has been going on for the last
couple of years: buying remastered games.

Much like Hollywood producers reviving old, popular movies, developers bring
back once-successful video games from the
grave, albeit with better graphics, to make
a profit. Our generation has a fascination
with nostalgia, and we cling to stuff that
reminds us of the good ol’ days. Developers
realize this and grab an old title and polish
it up to make it look shiny and new so that
consumers will think back to playing the
original game, even though it is the same
game with a fresh coat of paint. We get
no new gameplay, content or innovation; it
is just a move that video game companies
use to make a quick buck, and it works.
Besides older video games, games
from the last generation (PS3, Xbox
360, Wii) are also being remastered. For
instance, in 2013 “The Last of Us” was
released on PS3 and was a smash hit: it
has sold 5.9 million units. A year later, it
was re-released on PS4 as “The Last of Us
Remastered,” adding slightly better graphics
and downloadable content you previously
had to buy: it has sold 5.4 million units.
In other words, what you are playing right
now will be re-released in three years on a
new system, and you will more than likely
buy it again. Just look at “Street Fighter
II,” a game that came out in 1991, and see

how many times it has been re-released.
Clearly, people are still paying to play it.
Now, don’t get me wrong, I don’t think
remastering games or putting them in
a collection is wrong. There are many
classic games out there that deserve to be
remastered or remade. “New Super Mario
Bros.” is a good example of bringing back
the original 2-D style of Super Mario
Bros. in an innovating way by adding new
power-ups, levels and gameplay features.
However, I don’t think games that have
come out in the last decade should have
the priority of being remastered; if I really
want to play “Batman Arkham City” again
then I will hook up my PS3. In the end, I
believe Crash deserves his chance in the
spotlight again. After all, he hasn’t had a
good platform since 2004 (I choose not to
acknowledge “Crash of the Titans” or its
garbage sequel). However, if we are going
to bring him back, I want a new game that
has the quality of the originals with some
new gameplay innovation that will add to
the experience.
BO SMITH is a guest writer
for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
bsmith23@harding.edu.

Interested in writing a guest column?
Contact Hannah J. Moore at hmoore@harding.edu.
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Scattered and Smothered

esterday I was standing in the
check-out aisle at Kroger, struggling to hold five bottles of fruit-punch
Gatorade while flipping through the
pages of the latest “People” magazine. I
was heartbroken to learn, among other
celebrity news, that the co-founder of
the Waffle House had died at the age
of 97. Joe Rogers Sr. passed away earlier
this month in Atlanta. He had opened
his first restaurant in 1955 with his
business partner Tom Forkner, who is
still going at 99.
My first impulse was to head straight
to the local Waffle House to raise a slab
of hash browns in Joe’s honor. But I was
in no condition to think about the AllStar Breakfast just then. The five bottles
of Gatorade may give you a clue. I have
felt awful for two solid weeks.
I seldom get sick, but I am making
up for it now. Late last month, I came
down with bronchitis. It’s no mystery
how that happened. Whenever somebody coughs on a university campus,
everyone within two miles immediately
gets bronchitis. Harding should build it
into the activity fee. I’m not sure I got
it second-, third- or eighteenth-hand.
If you got it from me, I am sorry. Just
pass it on to someone you don’t care for.
My doctor prescribed a powerful
antibiotic. He told me the inflammation
in the bronchial tubes would clear up
in a few days. The cough, he warned,
could last longer. When I asked him to

michael
claxton

define “longer,” I expected him to speak
in terms of days. When he mumbled
something about “glacial eras,” I began
to worry.
But the cough would soon seem the
least of my problems. The antibiotic was
so powerful that it wreaked havoc with
the bacteria in my system. In case you’ve
misplaced your notes from Biology 111,
let me point out that bacteria are helpful
in maintaining certain functions in the
processing department. I would tell you
what happened to me next, but I am
trying to be a gentleman.
The second visit to the doctor proved
enlightening. The nurse told me I had
lost six pounds, though I fear that one
of those pounds may have been a gall
bladder that fell out in the general
rush. No matter. At least I got a new
prescription to repair the damage of the
previous one. Then the doctor suggested
that I might want to lay off sugar until
things settled down.
If he had told me I might want to lay
off air, I would have been only slightly less
alarmed. My mind immediately went to

a ban on sweet tea. I am convinced that
I could actually survive longer without
air than without sweet tea. I may try
an experiment on this some time. But I
should hire a graduate student to report
my findings to the world. Just in case.
Then to add inquest to injury, the
doctor took a sample of blood and sent
me home to collect further “evidence.” I
spent an hour looking for fingerprints
and a murder weapon before I accepted
the reality of what this fiendish physician
really wanted me to do. Surely it rivaled
the labors of Hercules. I’d rather face a
Hydra any day. I set myself to work, but
for the sake of my more delicate readers
— which at this point would include
everyone — I will pass over this part
of the story without further comment.
As it turns out, the tests were a good
thing. I had C Diff, which is a form of
colitis and can be pretty serious. The
“Diff ” stands for “Difficile,” and believe
me, it has been. So that explains why I’m
typing away under an electric blanket
and ingesting yogurt as I narrate this
tragedy. But do not pity me. I only ask
one thing of you all. Would someone
please drive over to the iconic yellow
building on Race Street and raise a waffle
for Joe Rogers? And while you’re at it,
take a sip of sweet tea for me.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner.
If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff, please email Joshua Johnson, the editor-in-chief, at jjohnson4@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS
577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison provides an opportunity for class writers to
contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary, while still
identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Is LeBron
really that
good?
A few weeks ago, a debate
arose in a group message between a few of my friends. A
friend of mine decided to send
a picture of LeBron James, the
star forward of the Cleveland
Cavaliers, with the following
question: “Take LeBron to
the ‘90s. Would he dominate
the game back then?”
You can probably assume
that in a group message with
12 guys, there were some
very diverse responses to
this question. It was quite
the controversy.
It is hard for me to say
LeBron would dominate
the NBA back in the days
of Michael Jordan, Scottie
Pippen, Reggie Miller and
Charles Barkley, to name a
few. But there were arguments
from both sides of the issue
in the group message that I
believe are worth mentioning.
The biggest argument for
LeBron dominating the ‘90s
is his athletic ability. It goes
without saying that LeBron
James is an athletic specimen.
He’s 6’8, weighs 240 pounds,
has, roughly, a 40-inch vertical
and can run the length of a
basketball court in only nine
steps (the average NBA player
runs it in about 13). With the
athletic abilities he has, it’s
easy to understand why he
dominates the game like he
does. LeBron apologists use
this as their main argument
for why he could dominate
in the ‘90s.
The strongest opposing
argument has to do with the
defense and toughness of
the time that is commonly
known as the “Golden Era”
of basketball. Back in those
days, you had fights almost
regularly. The Detroit Pistons,
also known as the “Bad Boys,”
were famous for their hard
fouls and smack talk. With
LeBron being as big and
athletic as he is, guys usually
get out of his way when he
comes through the lane like
a freight train. And when a
defender does make even the
slightest contact with him, he
tends to have an issue with
complaining to the referee
when a call isn’t made. But,
if he were to play in the ‘90s,
defenders would have no
issue hitting him with a lessthan-gentle shoulder nudge
to throw him off guard. And
they would probably be in his
face if he had anything to say
to the refs about it.
Lebron is arguably the best
overall athlete in the world,
and even at his older age by
the NBA standards (33), he
still dominates the league. But
does that necessarily mean
he would dominate in the
hard-nosed era of the ‘90s? It
is probably safe to assume that
with his athletic abilities and
his extraordinary basketball
IQ, he would more than likely
be able to adjust to the more
physical playing style of the
Golden Era. Does that mean
he would dominate? Maybe.
Maybe not. But he would
still easily be one of the best
overall players in the league.
TAYLOR HODGES is the
head sports editor for the
Bison. He may be contacted
at thodges@harding.edu.
Twitter: @thodges_2
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Seniors third baseman Amanda Berdon, first baseman Mackenzie Jones, shortstop Alexus Lawellin and junior catcher and
infielder Madi Trump come together during a home game against Oklahoma Baptist University on Sunday, March 19.

Win streak propels softball team to 11th overall
Lady Bisons earn best record since reformation in 2014
JOSIAH ABNEY
student writer
EMILY FAULKNER
asst. sports editor
The Lady Bisons softball team swept Oklahoma Baptist at home over the weekend, March
18-19, improving their record to 25-3, the best
the team has seen since its rebirth in 2014. The
series left Harding with a 17-straight win streak
and six straight shutout games.
With the win of a double header on Sunday
against GAC competition Oklahoma Baptist,
Harding has held its opponents scoreless in the
last 36 innings (six games). These wins also moved
them up from being ranked No. 16 to No. 11 in
the nation.
“Coming into the season humble and being
ranked has been a huge thing for us,” sophomore
shortstop Alexus Lawellin said. “It’s been exciting.”
Harding’s win streak of 17 straight started back
on Feb. 24. The Lady Bisons won 8-0 in five innings
and went 3-0 on Sunday. This is the third straight
series Harding has won all four of the games.
“I have seen major improvement in the team,”
sophomore outfielder Peyton Mills said. “We
have used all fall and the beginning of this season
to get stronger, faster and prepare for the season

ahead of us.”
The now 11th-ranked Lady Bisons are quietly
making history with freshman pitcher Autumn
Humes named GAC softball pitcher of the week,
while pitching a perfect game, improving to 11-1
on the season, and picking up her sixth shutout
of the season.
On Saturday, Humes gave up two hits, walked
two and struck out six; This represented the first
perfect game in program history.
The Lady Bisons’ season started off strong and
has continued to clinch victories, with the team
win streak and shut-outs. Lawellin’s 15 game
hitting streak is included in the list. But the Lady
Bisons have remained, at the core, focused on the
team and not the stats.
“I know the seniors on this team have worked
extremely hard to be the players and leaders we
needed to be in order to help this team grow,”
senior catcher Kimmy Hendricks-Campbell said.
“It’s awesome to see it all come together as we’ve
gained great players and built off the foundation
we all began four years ago.”
Lawellin said although they look at the season
one game at a time, they are looking forward to
the future.
“Committing to the process is one of our team
goals this season,” Hendricks-Campbell said. “If

we’re able to take one day at a time, we will end
up where we want to be.”
Senior pitcher Hannah Johnson improved
to 13-1 when pitching in their first game on
Sunday. She threw the complete game shutout
for Harding, giving up four hits and having one
strikeout against 20 batters.
“My favorite thing about this team is we are
not a serious group of girls; when it’s time to play
we are focused, but bus rides and our pre-game
routines are all light hearted and fun,” Johnson
said. “I think that is why we are successful because
we are relaxed when we play.”
On the second game against OBU, Harding had
five hits, led by third-baseman Amanda Berdon
who went 2 for 3.
“I’m looking forward to leaving it all on the
field,” third baseman Amanda Berdon said. “As a
senior, knowing that this is the last time I’m going
to get to play this game, I’m looking forward to
giving it all I have every day and knowing that I
did everything I could to help my team be successful; I’m very excited to see what the rest of
this season has in store for us.”
Their next game is a double header against SNU
on Friday and Saturday in Bethany, Oklahoma. The
Lady Bisons next home game is a doubleheader
on March 31, against Southeastern Oklahoma.

ELITE 8, from 1A
They started the quarter off on an 8-2 run
and held the Eagles to only seven points in
the quarter, but it was not enough to make a
miraculous comeback like they did in the regional championship game last Monday night.
Sophomore forward Caroline Hogue led the
Lady Bisons in scoring with 24 points, and she
added 12 rebounds to have a double-double.
Senior guard Andi Haney had 13 points and
eight assists in her final game as a Lady Bison.
“We talked in the locker room after the
game about where someone like (Andi) has
given everything that she’s got with everything
that we do,” head coach Tim Kirby said. “If her
teammates haven’t learned something from that,
then we have missed out. She gives everything
she has, and we got to watch that for four years.”
Despite the large lead the Eagles had throughout the game, both teams were relatively even in
every statistic except 3-point shooting. Ashland
made 10 3-pointers shooting 45 percent, while
Harding only made two 3-pointers and shot 14
percent. The second quarter was big for the Eagles, where they made half of their total 3-point
field goals with five — four of which came from
sophomore guard Maddie Dackin.
As this historic season comes to an end for the
Lady Bisons basketball team, it is easy to reflect
on everything they were able to accomplish.
In Kirby’s 12th season, this is his first 30-win
season, and the farthest any Harding team has
ever gone in the postseason.
“Starting today, there were only four teams
left,” Kirby said. “I think there’s some motivation
that can take place from this. We have a lot of
people coming back from this year, and we signed

EVAN SWEARINGEN | The Bison

The Lady Bisons gather around head coach Tim Kirby during the Elite 8 game against
the Ashland Eagles on Wednesday, March 22, in Columbus, Ohio.
a lot of good players. That is how you do it. You a Lady Bisons basketball team. They finished the
just need to move on to the next year.”
season as Great American Conference champions,
This was Haney’s 121st game as a Lady Bi- regional champions for the first time, made the
son, and she says that it will probably take her Elite 8 and Final Four for the first time, and
a couple of weeks to be able to reflect on her finished the season with a 31-4 record, their
time on the team.
first 30-win season.
“This has been an incredible year,” Haney
“I think as a team, we worked really well
said. “These four years have gone by fast, and I’ve together,” Hogue said. “Throughout the season,
just been blessed to be at a place like Harding, we have shown that, just by battling back from
to have the teammates that I’ve had around me being down big and also winning big. Doing
and the great coaching staff. It’s just been an both of those really helped us come to this
awesome experience.”
point in the season where we got to make it to
This has been the most successful season for the Final Four.”
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Lady Bisons tennis wins fourth straight match
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Harding defeats Emporia State in Springfield 8-1 on Tuesday, March 21
because every match was
3A | just
Friday,
March 24, 2017
so important,” junior Brittany

EMILY FAULKNER
asst. sports editor

With the win against the
Emporia State Lady Hornets,
the Lady Bisons tennis team
won their fourth straight
match and advanced to 8-3
for the season.
Their next match will be
in Edmond, Oklahoma, on
Friday, March 24, against
the University of Central
Oklahoma. UCO is in the
same region as Harding and
currently ranked No. 7 in the
central region.

Smyser said. “It was just so
much fun being able to come
back and win like that.”
After falling in all three
doubles matches against
NWMS, the Lady Bisons
knew they’d have to fight to
come back.
However, this wasn’t the
first time they faced such a
scenario. With wins at 1, 2
and 3 singles the Lady Bisons
were still in it. Butler and
Faulkner lost their singles
matches.
Smyser played a third set
to clench that match at line 4
singles for the Lady Bisons.
“This season, with the
team in general, we’ve definitely gotten closer,” Smyser
said. “We’ve learned to find
solutions to the problems
and challenges we’ve faced.”
The Lady Bisons defeated
Emporia State 8-1 this past
Tuesday. Emporia State is
also in the same regional
conference as Harding.
“It doesn’t really matter
what we do,” Smyser said.
“We just find a way to win
and do the best we can with
what we’ve got.”
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“We’ve learned to
find solutions to
the problems and
challenges we’ve
faced.”

-Brittany Smyser,
junior

RYANN HEIM | The Bison
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Butler serves against Rhodes College at home on Wednesday, March 15. The Lady Bisons

On Saturday, March 25,
the Lady Bisons play Southern
Nazarene University, marking
their first GAC match of the
season.
“Our close match with
Northwest Missouri State
(NWMS) was probably my
favorite match this season,

won, making it their fourth straight victory and advancing the team to 8-3 for the season.

With the past win against
NWMS, the match against
UCO will be a key determinate
of how Harding will match up
against other regional teams.
“I think we can play other
teams on a different level just
because we put in a lot of

work, and it’s been a full year
with the new coach,” junior
Laura Golubic said. “That
being said, I think we can still
start off better in doubles and
have better communication
within doubles.”
Golubic is now 6-2 at line

2 singles and 7-4 at line 1
doubles. She won her match
Tuesday by default after
winning the first set 6-0 in
less than 30 minutes.
“I’m pleased to see how
deep our team seems to be in
both our singles and doubles

lineup,” head coach David
Redding said. “Another thing
I’m very excited about is how
tough our schedule will still be
going forward this year, and
how quickly we get to discover
where we stand against some
highly ranked teams.”

Bisons track opens outdoor season at Rhodes
The Bisons and Lady Bisons combine for six event victories at invitational
Z’ANN HARDIN
student writer
The Bisons and Lady Bisons track and field team opened
their outdoor season on Saturday, March 18, at the Rhodes
Invitational at Rhodes College in Memphis, Tennessee.
The Bisons and Lady Bisons combined for six event
victories in the men’s discus throw and 10,000-meter, and
the women’s 100-meter dash, the mile, the 4x800-meter
relay, and 10,000-meter.
Junior Madison Drennan won the mile with a personal

Courtesy of BETTY EVANS
Sophomore Chelsea Howard won the 100-meter dash
on March 18 at Rhodes College in Memphis, Tennessee.

best of 5:08.91 and collaborated with freshman Davis Atkins
and Parker Fane, as well as senior Melita Sutherland for the
4x800 meter-relay victory with a time of 9:28.24.
“The transition from indoor to outdoor is tricky, but
it’s just the beginning,” Drennan said. “A lot of really great
things happened this past weekend, but we also got to see
where improvements need to be made.”
Senior Russell Chase and junior Kirstie Smith were both
victorious in the 10,000 meter run. The pair ran personal
bests with Chase finishing in 32 minutes, 00.38 seconds, 23
seconds off of his previous time, and Smith ran a 38:51.94,
shaving one minute and 31 seconds off of her previous time.
“It was my first outdoor race and 10k in a couple of
years, so I was really just going to try to get a feel for the
distance and see where my fitness was,” Smith said. “[The
10k] is probably my favorite event, and it’s a good event to
contribute to the team score at the conference meet.”
Senior thrower Josh Syrotchen claimed a spot at the
NCAA Division II Track and Field National Championship
with his third throw of the season flying 194 feet, 8 inches.
Syrotchen is officially the first Division II discus thrower
to automatically qualify for the national meet.
Sophomore Chelsea Howard hit a NCAA provisional
time with an 11.98 second 100-meter dash. Howard placed
second in the 200-meter dash with a time of 24.74 seconds.
Drennan, Smith and Chase all look forward to the rest

Laura Golubic

Our Athletes’ Views
On Student Life

Tennis

of the season after coming off a successful first meet.
“The more you train and the harder you train will result in
more benefits, as long as you don’t get injured,” Chase said.
“The meet was fun, and I’m looking forward to more trips
and competitive races. This is my last season as a Bison, and
I don’t have too many regrets of my college running career.“
The Bisons ended their weekend with eight top-five
finishes, and the Lady Bisons finished with nine top-five
finishes. Both teams will compete at the Southern Arkansas
Invitational in Magnolia, Arkansas, on Saturday, March 25.
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Softball

Baseball

Edward Axlund

Raianne Mason

Golf

Track

Greek House or
Rock House?

“Rock House”

“Greek House”

“Rock House”

“Rock House”

“Greek House”

Neighborhood Market
or Supercenter?

“Supercenter”

“Neighborhood
Market”

“Definitely
Supercenter
(more options)”

“Neighborhood
Market”

“Usually the
Supercenter”

Favorite spring sport to
watch? (Besides your own)

“Tennis is life,
no time for
anything else”

“WWE”

“Football,
or soccer like you
call it over here”

“Does it make
me a bad athlete
if I don't like to
watch other sports?”

“I probably won't
because the
cartoon scared
me enough”

“No I haven’t,
but I heard
it’s good!”

“I haven't seen
the new one,
but I want to!”

Have you seen
“Beauty and the Beast?”

“No”

“Baseball”

“No I have not”

OPINIONS
4A | Friday, March 24, 2017

FEATURES
withLIFESTYLE
Exploring
Emmy
3B | Friday, March 24, 2017

4B | Friday, March 24, 2017

EMILY WHEELESS
student writer
In March of next year, two Harding graduates
will embark on an adventure of a lifetime. Traveling
a total of 14,498 miles, the couple will take a journey
to see 47 national parks over the span of 2018.
Currently living and working in Minnesota,
Kyle and Kallie Nossaman have always dreamed
of living in vehicle in order to travel. This past
January, Kyle Nossaman found a school bus
turned tiny house, which has since been
renamed “The Emerald Mile Bus,”
or “Emmy” for short. The previous
owners spent five months converting
and renovating the bus into a fully
functioning home with a bathroom
and shower.
“We are so thankful for their hard
work,” the couple said. “It’s exactly
how we would have designed and built
the bus ourselves.”
The inspiration for the bus’ name came from
Kyle Nossaman’s favorite book by Kevin
Fedarko, “The Emerald Mile: The Epic
Story of the Fastest Ride in History
through the Heart of the Grand Canyon.” The book follows a true story of
a man and his record-breaking speed
river run down the Grand Canyon
in a little wooden boat called the
Emerald Mile.
“To us, the bus is a reminder
to keep exploring, to appreciate
and experience the world that God
created, and to not take life too
seriously,” Kyle Nossaman said. “Oh,
and the bus has an emerald green stripe

down both sides and will rack up countless miles
on the open road… Hence, the Emerald Mile Bus
(Emmy for short).”
In March 2018, the Nossaman’s will forgo their
lease and begin the next 365 days on the road. They
will visit all 47 national parks and make their way
through 48 states. Kyle Nossaman, who is a Director
of Digital Media for GearJunkie, and Kallie Nossaman, a labor and delivery nurse, will leave their
jobs and resume them a year later.
“When we’re not traveling, Kyle can work remotely from the bus, which is fully self-sustainable
and built to be a mobile office. It’s equipped with
solar panels, land power hook-ups, a wi-fi ranger
system, mounts for computer monitors, and plenty
of outlets throughout,” Kallie Nossaman said. “In
addition, I may start travel nursing so that we can
continue driving all over the U.S. and move whenever
we’re ready for the next adventure.”
Between now and March 2018, the couple will
travel using the Emerald Mile Bus on the weekends and to visit family in the South. They plan on
going throughout Colorado, Utah, Canada and all
around Minnesota. Already, they have run into bus
malfunctions, which they understand is inevitable
with a moving vehicle that is also a home. The couple
says that they are going to take life as it comes and
they will handle everything together.
“The year-long U.S. National Park road trip is
what we look forward to the most because we’ll be
able to spend every minute of every day living and
exploring together,” Kyle Nossaman said. “We are
truly happier when we’re together and can’t wait to
just escape from the typical routine of life and have
an epic, unforgettable adventure.”
To follow their journey, visit nossaman.wixsite.
com/emeraldmilebus or on their Instagram account
@emeraldmilebus.
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‘I know it is worth it’

‘Redefining Home,’ part two
SAVANNA DISTEFANO
features editor
Junior Juan Prieto dreamed of
coming to the U.S. during his childhood in Venezuela. He paid special
attention in his English classes and
asked his parents if he could one day
study abroad in the U.S. His parents
were reluctant until his senior year,
when he fled the country in fear after
protesting against the Venezuelan
government.
“It all started when I was a little
kid playing video games, but most of
the video games were in English, and
I didn’t know much about this language
so I would ask my aunt to translate
everything for me,” Juan Prieto said.
“When I was old enough, she told me
about this amazing country where all
people spoke this language that all
the video games were made out of, so
I kind of took interest in that.”
As Juan Prieto prepared to leave his
home, he dreamed of the possibilities
the U.S. offered and wondered what
might happen to his family while he
was gone.

“I used to pay people to
clean my house for me,
and now I had to do that
very same thing.”
-Mrs. Maria Prieto
“At first I was really excited, but
as the date became closer, I started to
realize what was really going on,” Juan
Prieto said. “I would see (my family)
again, but it would be four years, and
who knew if they would be in jail or
even be alive because of my government, so I kind of started thinking
about all of that.”
He began thinking about his home,
what he would leave behind and how
he would adjust to living in the U.S.
“I always thought of my home as
being the place where your loved ones
were — sort of a peace temple where
you knew everything was going to be
OK,” Juan Prieto said. “Whenever
things started to go wrong, I didn’t feel
like I had lost my home even though
I did no longer feel safe in it. When I
lived through the bad that was going
on in my country, I wanted to get out
of there so badly that I started thinking
of the U.S. as being my real home, that

I was just kind of in a waiting room
waiting to get my one-way ticket out
of Venezuela. However, when I came
to the U.S., a weird sense of patriotism
took over my spirit. I felt so bad for
abandoning my homeland … I wanted
to go back so bad, I even thought that
I should have died fighting instead of
just running away like a coward. That’s
when I really felt like Venezuela was
my home.”
Juan Prieto began at Harding in
January 2015 as a biomedical engineering major. After his first semester,
the government prevented his family
from attaining American dollars via
currency exchange to pay for tuition.
According to the CIA website, this
trend was universal across the country.
The CIA reported that the Venezuelan
government’s response to the declining
economy was to increase state control,
especially that on currency exchange.
Mr. Juan Prieto Sr. , Juan Prieto’s father,
then found a temporary job in Ohio to
earn money. Within a year, the rest of
his family came to the U.S. and settled
in Orlando.
Back in Venezuela, the family lived
comfortably, according to Mrs. Maria
Prieto, Juan Prieto’s mother. She owned
and managed a preschool, and Mr.
Prieto owned his own business within
the oil industry.
“We loved what we did,” Mrs. Prieto
said. “Our jobs were not heavy weight
on us because we loved what we did
and that made it be much easier …
We had what was necessary, and we
were not missing anything.”
The family first shared a home with
another Venezuelan family, and Mr.
and Mrs. Prieto became housekeepers
for hotels.
“When I got here, I had to do a
job I really wasn’t used to doing,” Mrs.
Prieto said. “Back at home, I used to
pay people to clean my house for me
and now I had to do that very same
thing. It was a brutal change. I don’t
think it was bad or anything, it was
just kind of shocking to go from what
I loved to cleaning. It affected me
emotionally, but I know it is worth it
and it will always be. It is the sacrifices
that parents do for their children and
their education.”
The third and final installment of the
‘Redefining Home’ series will appear in
the next issue of The Bison, on stands
March 31.

AMANDA FLOYD | The Bison

Senior Duncan Michael enjoys the Waldron Center for Entrepreneurship and Family
Business in the Mabee building on Wednesday, March 22. Michael designed the Waldron
Center and creates costumes for the theatre department.

Fashions and furnishings

Senior Duncan Michael uses design skills to
create theatre costumes and new business center
BRADEN BOWMAN
student writer
A man of many hats and talents, creating things
for himself and others through his skills of stitchery
and song, senior Duncan Michael has a knack for
design and uses that talent to weave his way into the
hearts of both faculty and friends here at Harding.
The Ulrey Performing Arts Center and its staff
are no strangers to Michael, a theatre major from
Lavon, Texas, as he has worked there with head
costume designer McKay Murray, assistant costume
designer Katy White and others since the spring
of his freshman year.
“I began by painting shoes and stitching buttons,”
Michael said. “Now I am creating and completing
whole costumes. I am even altering my own suits.”
He recently designed the costumes for the
Department of Theatre’s production of “Doubt: A
Parable” by John Patrick Shanley. He also designed
the set and lighting for the show.
In 2016, the College of Business Administration
(COBA) took notice of Michael’s skills and offered
him a job designing what is now the Waldron Center
for Entrepreneurship and Family Business, located
in the Mabee building. In May of 2016 he began
designing, and the space was available to students
upon arriving back to school in August. It was

completed in September.
The newly renovated space features a conference
room and modern furniture pieces, with additional
space for informal meetings. The center reflects
COBA’s emphasis on young entrepreneurs and
family business ownership, but it is more than a
space for these students.
“It was made for getting work done,” Dr. Allen
Frazier, dean of the COBA said. “It isn’t a waiting
room, and it doesn’t look like one. That is my favorite
part. It was made for collaboration.”
Michael said it was a privilege to get to be so
involved with a renovation project from start to
finish, and he plans to go into set and lighting
design in the future.
While at Harding, he has been cast in productions
such as “Pirates,” “Shrek the Musical,” “Crazy for
You,” and several one-act plays and will be one of
four hosts in this year’s Spring Sing show. He will
be performing alongside junior host Ross Smith
and senior hostesses Victoria Deboef and Renee
Maynard.
“You can see how much he loves being a part
of the theatre,” Smith said. “He lights up the stage
and energizes the performers around him.”
Michael plans to further his academic career
by studying scenography at Virginia Tech upon
completing his bachelor’s at Harding.
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Avoid cyclonic carnage with expert advice
from local firefighters and safety officials
ABIGAIL COOPER
student writer

warning is issued for Searcy itself, we
send out alerts through Everbridge
Emergency Notification System,”
Davis said. “People get text messages,
phone calls and emails. The system is
redundant and tries to contact people
in a lot of different ways. We also
call the dorm desks and RLCs to
let them know we have impending
bad weather and that people need
to get to shelter.”
Public safety evacuates and locks
all buildings on campus that are
unsafe. Unsafe areas include the
Benson, the Rhodes-Reaves Field
House and the Ganus Athletic Center.
Buildings with wide open expanses
and large sections of roof without
extra structural support are the most
dangerous. Davis said overall most
of the buildings on campus are safe,
or at least have a safe area to go to.
“If a tornado were to ever hit
on campus, we have an emergency
management plan,” Davis said. “We
have the plan down where every
department would know what to
do from helping anyone who was
injured to assessing damage to get
campus back up and running.”

G

ph
ra

y DARRIA
ics b
NB
AG
LE

Y

Arkansas is notorious for its
dramatic weather changes. One
minute it can be 75 degrees and
sunny and then below freezing
the next. With Arkansas on the
edge of tornado alley, students
need to be prepared for whatever weather comes their way.
Andy Woody, a training
officer at the City of Searcy
Fire Department, said his top
tornado tip is to go inside,
wherever that might be,
staying on the first floor
and staying away from
windows.
Woody said there is
so much emphasis today
on chasing the storm for
the best content to post
on social media.
“ D o n’t g o f o r t h e
Pulitzer Prize photo,”
Woody said. “When people
want to get crazy pictures
and crazy videos, they forget
the dangers they are putting

themselves in.”
When a county is on a tornado
watch, conditions are favorable, for
tornado formation. Watches normally
begin three to five hours before the
storm hits. The warning siren is a
high-low pitch made to warn people
who are outside to find shelter. The
fire department only sets off tornado
sirens when it is an imminent threat.
“We’re very careful not to cry wolf
so that when a storm is here, people
will know it is serious,” Woody said.
Searcy does not have specific
public storm shelters, but businesses
generally have a storm plan. Every
structure is occupancy specific.
“We are part of this community
team where there is a good network
in place for the safety of everyone,”
Woody said.
Harding’s Assistant Director
of Public Safety Kevin Davis said
they use a weather app, the radio,
and local weather stations to alert
them about lightning and tornadoes.
Between those three sources, they
track storms that might be heading
to Searcy.
“As far as tornadoes go, when a

Elusive new console breaks sales records, wallets
ANNA HOLLAND
student writer

The Bison wants your Spring Break
footage! Send your Spring Break photos
and videos to: husb17@gmail.com for
a chance to be featured in our Spring
Break montage reel.

If you haven’t heard, Nintendo
released their new console, called
the Nintendo Switch, on March
3. The appeal of this console is
that you can play on the television
and immediately take it on the
go, without needing to pause the
game. If you can get your hands
on it, the Nintendo Switch retails
for $299.99 with games starting
at $39.99.
The Nintendo Switch comes with
two Joy-Cons, one dock, a Joy-Con
grip and the main console. The JoyCons are like two mini Wii remotes
that you can attach to the Joy-Con
grip to feel like you’re playing on a
normal controller (think Nintendo
64 or Xbox controller), or you can
keep them detached and play with
each Joy-Con in both hands. If you
want to play multiplayer, then each
Joy-Con can act as an individual
controller.

This is one of the first consoles
that offers games on an SD card
or chip rather a disk. It’s slightly
smaller than a chip for the DS and
coated in a chemical that immediately makes you spit it out so
small children don’t try to eat it.
If you’re wondering what makes
this console so different from the
WiiU, it’s the fact that you don’t
have to be near the main dock when
playing on the go. The main hardware is the screen. The controllers
and dock are almost accessories.
There are currently only five
games you can physically buy
and 18 others you can purchase
by download on the console itself.
“1-2-Switch” is a Nintendo Wii
sports-esque game unique to the
Nintendo Switch. You can battle
someone else in everything from
milking a cow, speed-eating sandwiches or playing ping-pong. It
seems like an interesting concept,
but it is a game that will quickly
bore you unless you’re throwing a

party. The game to look out for is
“The Legend of Zelda: Breath of
the Wild” for Nintendo Switch.
It’s an open-world design that’ll
make you never want to put it
down.
If you are wanting to get ahold
of the Switch, then you can either
wait for new shipments of the
console or pay almost double for
it on Ebay, where bids are running
from $400 to $575. Most stores
have no clue when they ’ ll get
more in, with several GameStop
locations reporting their new
Switch shipments never arrived,
and people have been taking
advantage of this if they have an
unopened console.
If you don’t have a WiiU and
are interested in playing the new
Zelda game, then the Switch
might be a great investment
for you. Other wise, I’d wait
and save your money until the
console is more attainable and
more games are released.

